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Abstract

The rapid proliferation of real-time broadcasting features, specifically TikTok Live, has radically
transformed the digital ecosystem of the Muslim world. While offering novel avenues for micro-
entrepreneurship and rapid communication, the unrequlated monetization mechanics and
algorithmically driven architecture of TikTok Live present challenges to the sociocultural, ethical,
and religious fabric of Islamic countries. This paper evaluates the structural disadvantages of the
platform, analyzing how features like 'Live Matches' and direct virtual gifting catalyze behaviors
that define Islamic ethics (Akhlaq), modesty (Haya), and financial integrity (Sharia principles).
Utilizing a multi-tiered mitigation framework, this study outlines a comprehensive approach
integrating platform-level engineering, national legislative adjustments, and collective macro-
governance by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to safequard digital spaces while
preserving societal harmony. The research design included quantitative analysis of 150
respondents, the instrument being TikTok users, Regulators and Legislators. Random sampling
technique was used. SPSS was used to carry out the statistical analysis. Although the survey
covered all the provinces, however the total population could not be covered which was because of
time limitation. The practical implementation is the design of a conceptual model which can be
adopted as a benchmark in specific cultural environments.

Keywords: TikTok Live, Islamic Ethics, Haya, Digital Regulation, OIC, PECA, Sharia

Compliance.

A. Introduction

Modern technology has brought fundamental socio-structural changes and has
drawn the world closer, especially with the new social media platforms, which are
of different kinds and types. Examples include Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram,
Twitter, YouTube, TikTok, Telegram, and so on. In the contemporary era of digital
globalization, social media applications act as primary agents of behavioral
modification among youth.

Social media is a collection of web tools and software that help people engage
online, share material, and create customized networks of friends, organizations,
coworkers, and even complete strangers. Each person uses the network differently.
Social media has become an essential aspect of everyday life in the rapidly changing
digital age. Those born between the middle of the 1990s and the beginning of the
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2010s are known as Generation 5.0, and they were raised in a society that was heavily
reliant on social media and technology. Latest developments signify a shift toward
a society that is more and more intertwined with digital technology, impacting not
only the communication industry but also many facets of daily life. People may
connect with millions of devices worldwide and engage through a variety of social
media platforms thanks to the simple availability and use of information and
communication technology.

The way people communicate and look for information has been profoundly
altered by new media technology, particularly social media sites like TikTok. These
developments signify a shift toward a society that is more and more intertwined
with digital technology, impacting not only the communication industry but also
many facets of daily life. TikTok is one platform that has surfaced recently. TikTok
is one of the most widely used apps worldwide and enables users, particularly
members of Generation Z, to share brief films in an artistic way. TikTok is well-
known for its functionality that allows users to create lengthy videos. From
lighthearted entertainment to thoughtful conversations about social and political
problems, the site has developed into a center for creative material. But despite its
benefits, TikTok also has a lot of issues with its social influence and ethical use.

ByteDance, a Chinese business, started TikTok in 2016. TikTok is a typical
platform for user-generated content, meaning that individuals, not the corporation,
create the material. Because of their inventiveness, many users become content
creators known as TikTokers. The application, which is accessible via mobile phones,
enables users to create brief lip-sync, dancing, gaming, etc. TikTokers are people that
make original and captivating videos on the TikTok app. Because their content is
amusing, they become well-known and gain more followers. Adolescents have
developed a particular interest in their appearance as a result of this tendency,
striving to look well in order to be recognized. In addition to allowing users to make
quick music videos, TikTok is a platform for information exchange where users can
learn new skills through video tutorials on topics like baking, cooking, sewing, beat-
making, and more. The TikTok app makes it simple for users to create brief films
that win over a lot of viewers. TikTok encourages users' creativity to become content
creators, or TikTokers, by providing a range of support in the form of music and
allowing users to create original films like dance, freestyle, and so forth.

Among these, TikTok has experienced exponential growth, driven by its highly
optimized, short-form recommendation algorithm. However, the introduction of
TikTok Live—a feature allowing real-time video streaming with direct viewer
interaction and instant financial tipping—has introduced distinct sociocultural
friction within Muslim-majority nations.
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It's interesting to note that TikTok has become a useful tool for spreading
religious teachings in addition to being utilized for amusement. In the area of Islamic
education, TikTok is currently used as a platform to creatively and captivatingly
promote religious principles and education. TikTok may encourage antisocial
conduct, waste time, and weaken Islamic principles, all of which have a substantial
impact on the younger generation's comprehension of Islamic world concerns.
TikTok has a significant impact on the religiousness of the younger generation,
including the potential for reserved behavior, idleness, and a reduction in Islamic
values. This suggests that improper use of this platform can weaken their
understanding of significant issues in the Islamic world, contradict Islamic values
that encourage social responsibility and good time management, and ultimately
have a negative impact on their understanding of Islamic doctrines and principles.
The younger generation's perception of appropriate social standards and Islamic
values has changed as a result of TikTok content's frequent depiction of actions that
undermine moral principles and encourage criminality.

TikTok has and may continue to have an impact on young people's
comprehension of Islam's social difficulties, including antisocial conduct, time
wastage, and disregard for Islamic norms. The user's behavior on the site is referred
to as "digital da'wah" in light of religious promotion. Regarding the remaining
tindings, if used properly, TikTok can have a good effect on Gen Z teens' religious
commitment. Young people are able to articulate their faith from contemporary
viewpoints, which promotes the usage of religious texts and precepts, so expanding
the breadth of their faith. Because they come across things that align with their views
and lifestyles, the youth might increase their understanding of Islam's cherished
values and principles.

In traditional Islamic jurisprudence and social structures, public behavior is
anchored in the concepts of Haya (modesty, shame, and self-respect) and Ma'ruf
(enjoining what is good). The structural design of TikTok Live incentivizes the exact
opposite: sensationalism, public degradation, financial exploitation, and the
blurring of gender boundaries to secure virtual gifts that can be converted into real
fiat currency. This paper investigates these systemic disadvantages, supports the
claims through empirical literature, proposes a multi-dimensional intervention
model, and delineates the responsibilities of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) in addressing this digital crisis.

Disadvantages and Bad Impacts of TikTok Live in Islamic Countries include:
Erosion of Haya (Modesty) and Cultural Commodification

The primary mechanism for earning visibility and revenue on TikTok Live is

viewer retention. Because the algorithm prioritizes highly stimulating or
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controversial content, creators often resort to attention-seeking behaviors that
violate traditional Islamic codes of conduct. Females are frequently incentivized to
compromise modesty in dress or posture, while males engage in coarse language or
public humiliation rituals to maximize 'views' and 'likes' (Sagala & Kandedes, 2024).
Proliferation of the 'Live Match' Economy as Pseudo-Gambling

TikTok Live's core monetization tool involves 'Live Battles' or 'Matches,' where
two creators compete in a time-limited round to see who can gather more financial
tokens (virtual gifts) from their audience. Losers are often forced to perform
degrading or embarrassing acts on screen as punishment. From a Sharia perspective,
this closely mimics the psychological dynamics of Maisir (gambling) and
exploitative transactions, as vulnerable viewers are emotionally manipulated into
spending significant sums of money to defend their favorite creator's honor (Kinanti
et al., 2024).
Psychological Addiction and Academic/Productivity Decline

The hyper-interactive nature of live streaming generates a profound
psychological loop. The real-time notification system, coupled with immediate
social validation via comments and virtual badges, creates severe dependency. This
leads to a marked drop in youth productivity, sleep deprivation, and a gradual
alienation from real-world family systems and religious obligations, such as daily
prayers (Sultan et al., 2023).
Spread of Unverified Information and Religious Dilution

Unlike pre-recorded videos, live broadcasts bypass traditional video-editing
tilters and standard asynchronous flagging queues. Consequently, unqualified
individuals frequently host live religious or social Q&A sessions, spreading
misinformation, unverified Hadith, or superficial interpretations of Islamic law to
generate viral controversy and subsequent algorithmic boosts (ResearchGate, 2024).
Responsibilities of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

Individual states often lack the singular geopolitical leverage to force multinational
tech conglomerates to re-engineer their source code. Therefore, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) must step in as a collective macro-regulatory block representing over 1.8

billion consumers.
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Table 1: OIC Responsibilities

OIC Core Responsibility Area Operational Execation Plan

1. Collective Bargaining Block Negotiate directly with ByieDance (TikTok's parent
company) 1o enforce 'Tslamic Geotfencing' miles across
all 57 member stntes simultancously

2. OIC CERT Deplovment Utilize the OIC.Computer Emergency Response Temun

to establish standardized. cross-border digital
certifications for applications operating within the
Muslim world (Industrial Cyber, 2023)

3. Unified Model Digital Law Draft a comprehensive, model cyber-securnty and public
decency legal framework that can be seamlessly
ransposed into the local legisiation of member states

4. Funding Halal Alternatives Actively finance and incubate altermative, ethical digital
platfornms that prioritize educational. scientific, and
family-friendly shorn-form media

Theoretical Framework

Four interconnected Islamic ethical concepts — Akhlaq, Haya, Ma'ruf, and Maisir—
form the theoretical foundation of the subject. While Haya stresses modesty, dignity, and
self-control in online contacts, Akhlaq offers the general framework for assessing moral and
responsible digital activity. While Maisir offers an ethical foundation for evaluating
potentially speculative and exploitative actions related to TikTok Live battles and virtual
giving, Ma'ruf stands for the promotion of socially and ethically acceptable behavior. When
taken as a whole, these ideas offer an Islamic ethical framework for analyzing the moral and
social ramifications of TikTok Live as well as the suggested DDRM regulations.
Research Gap

Research gap that was addressed, is well-rooted in motivation about why this study
makes sense to conduct in country/region context. This is due to a lack of empirical studies
connecting overall platform design along with national regulation (government
enforcement and accountability) into one umbrella framework for addressing negative
externalities arising from TikTok Live - especially in an Islamic/Muslim-majority country
context, where existing literature examines most of its social-behavioral-religious-
commercial effects individually.
Research Question

This study explores the primary adverse externalities associated with TikTok Live and
how platform structural reforms, national legislative remedies, accountability mechanisms
at the platform level, effective regulation, and government enforcement can reduce its
negative impacts.
Research Objectives

To identify some of the adverse sociocultural, ethical, and behavioral impacts born
from TikTok Live and to empirically test DDRM, which may be an effective and flexible
model for mitigating these negative impacts.
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Conceptual Model Design

DIGITAL DEFENSE AND REGULATION MODEL (DDRM)
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Figure 1: Digital Defense and Regulation Framework

From the above Digital Defense and Regulation Framework, a conceptual model can
be developed with respective independent, dependent, mediating, moderating and control

variables along with the respective hypothesis.
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Figure 2: Conceptualized Model

The above model can be validated through a quantitative survey comprising of
TikTok users and the regulatory/legislative authorities. The above conceptualized model
can act as a benchmark by any country by integrating its cultural norms and behaviors. This
model hence comes up with a global outreach with respondents from different backgrounds
and regions implementing it for sustainability in relation to their environments, including,
but not restricted to, Islamic countries.

B. Method

A quantitative analysis was done. A total of 150 respondents included TikTok
users, Regulators and Legislators were contacted. The qualitative analysis covered
the provinces of Punjab. Sindh, Khyber Pakhtounkhwa (KPK), Baluchistan,
Islamabad Capital Territory, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir. An
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online survey questionnaire was distributed. Five pony Likert scale was used to
evaluate the questionnaires. The variables as shown in the conceptual model were
used.

The study was performed using a quantitative research design, and the phrase
"qualitative analysis" has been corrected to refer to "quantitative survey coverage. A
total of 150 respondents were randomly sampled from TikTok users, regulators and
legislators from the provinces and administrative regions in Pakistan. The data were
collected by means of an online questionnaire using a five-point Likert scale having
developed the items according to the variables provided in the conceptual model.
Respondents were made aware of the goal of the study, participation was entirely
voluntary, and anonymity and confidentiality were upheld. Reliability, descriptive,
correlation, regression, mediation, moderation, and hypothesis testing techniques
were used in the SPSS analysis of the data.

This was followed by reliability testing and Cronbach Alpha was used to test
internal consistency. Descriptive statistics used mean, standard deviation, min/max
value, frequency and percentages. This was followed by correlation analysis,
regression and multiple linear regression analysis, mediation and moderation
analysis and finally the hypothesis testing was done. The below Questionnaire was
designed based on the conceptual model.

Since the pasted paper does not report construct validity, factor analysis,
common-method bias, multi-collinearity, normality, and other regression
assumptions, they should be incorporated or recognized as methodological
limitations.
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Figure 3: Designed Questionnaire
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C. Finding and Discussion
The findings are detailed below:
Table 2: Sample Profile

Respondent Group Frequency Percentage
TikTok Users 100 ‘ 66.7%
Regulators 25 . 16.7%
Legislators 25 16.7%
Total . 150 . 100%

Table 3: Geographic Distribution

Region / Province Frequency Percentage
Punjab 35 23.3%
Sindh 30 l 20.0%
K;bear Pai;‘lunl:hwa 25' | 16.7%
Balochistan 20 l 13.3%
Islamabad Capital Territory 15 [ 10.0%
Gilgit-Baltistan 10 ' 6.7%
Azad Jammu & Kashmir 15 | 10.0%
Total ‘ 150 | 100%

The geographical distribution has covered every province of Pakistan thus being a
truly representative sample.
Table 3: Geographic Distribution

Variable No. of items Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability Status
piemorssbeoyaiaoesm ‘ 3 0.82 Good
I .‘7‘7 _'"7'|"’v 1 F ks I .‘ 3 | 0.79 | Acceptable
Platform Accountabiity ‘ A 0.86 Good
Regulatory Effectiveness “ 4 ' 0.84 . Good
Government Enforcement Strength T 3 [ 0.81 | Good
Negative Externalities of TikTok Live ] S [ 0.38 [ Good
Overall Scale ‘ 22 0.89 Good

A statistical method for assessing internal consistency is Cronbach's alpha. It
indicates the degree to which a group of questions or test items are connected to one
another. In essence, it determines if a set of questions designed to assess the same
item are indeed moving in the same direction. Above 0.70 values of Cronbach Alpha
depict that the questionnaire is valid with acceptable internal consistency.
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Table 5: Descriptive Statistics

Variable Maan Std. Deviation Minisrum Maximum

Platform-Level Structural

Adjustments 412 | 0.61 2.40 5.00

National Legnslative o

Frameworks 1en 067 2.20 5.00
{ 4 d

Platform Accountatslity | 187 072 2.00 5.00
+ 4 :

Regulatory Effectiveness | 374 } 0.76 1.90 5.00

Gowwrrimant Enfarcemant |

Strength ‘ 3.69 0.8 1.80 5.00

Nagative Externalitins of

TikTok Live 4n 0.58 2.60 5.00

Highest mean value for TikTok negative aspects relates to its harmful effects.
Table 6: Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation

W1 - Ov 4R 0N Shung ergilvw wisiieduy
Iy [ 0% | 9009 B R e L ¥
LU aw | e Shwy pan e watioad dy

wlaN | 0e | aoe | Sen pache matiard

Ml Y | ase | ame [P ———
VT O [ 08z [ 770008 | o e st
MO0 - DY 04 | anoe Moden s wprdve iwat woatip

The degree and direction of the linear link between two continuous variables
are measured by the Pearson correlation coefficient. The table above depicts strong
and moderate relationships (positive/negative) between various variables.

Table 7: Simple Linear Regression
Hypothesis Mode! Relationship ~ Bata tuakee | peds | Result Fterprration

Rasom el s0atud
adpstrent exian X% of the

Placsorm-Level
VAR I regatve scteendtee
H1  Swuctunal Adjustments N1 =DV a6 an and on SIPOEd | Th vt Setd veke shows
= Negathve Daenalties et Erorge sl wfiern
reckion harhd TRTok Live
! (froTey
Pesadt Supported.  Futfavnavel stucteyd suabrents eagan 375K 0f 1% varence n sepitve onornatios. The sogetve Dots wie
o that xdorget Wil refarrs mctos Rl ThTok Live oelcoret.
Nationa! Lagalataw A7l st e hereeare
H2  Frameworks W2 —-Iv 055 M 0.000 (5] Spperted | el 30N of e vareace Iy
+ Negative Exdernalities negElve eoaTRls
Resalt Supported.  Matione! laghilatve Aarewades explasn 0% of DN virace 1 regative extoniabbet
Platform Leve!
A T ey 74
H3 | Structersl Adustents LRl & e 0000 LR Ll frommtewrdociion
~ Platform Accountabvity e '
Retalt: Supooted.  Muforn sftrrs sgelcatly ncroaus phatfsen soouvialdly.
Natisrad Lagislative = Drveger eFilitee \arewena
H4 | Frameworks M2-M2 06 32 0000 040 Swperted | Loore i impreve regesney
« Regalatory ENecthonsss ot mren

Resalt Spootal Sovege Wpalite Nateasts pgriaath irgeom epaitssy @athvmeal

A statistical technique called simple linear regression enables us to examine
and describe the associations between two continuous (quantitative) variables.
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Table 8: Multiple Linear Regression and Model Summary

Dependent Variable: Negative Externalities of TikTok Live

Predictor Bata t vt P value
Platiorm-Level Structural Adjustments -on 472 0000
National Laghdative Frameworks 024 -An 0.000
Platiom Accountability 029 4238 0.000
Regulatory [Moctiverass on 145 o.oo
Governmant [rdorcament Strengte -0.18 -2.9¢ 0.004
Age 006 m 0,266
Gendet 0.04 0.8 0414
1 1 1 |

Education 009 1.76 0.081
Daily TikTok Usage 0.27 489 0.000
Irerrwt Exparience on 204 0043

Model Summary Value
R 0.78
R? 0.61
Adjusted R 0.58
F-value 21.36
p-value 0.000

One technique for determining how multiple independent factors collectively
affect a single outcome is multiple linear regression, or MLR. The table above depicts
sixty-one percent of variance in negative externalities. Platform level structural

adjustments come out as the strongest predictor.
Table 9: Mediation Analysis

HE: Platform Accountability as Mediator

Path Beta - value Resvun Irtor prutation
I os7 0.000 Sigrafcant Metform-Leovel Sructarst Adusteents -+ Platform Accountablng
M DV 0.58 0.000 Sigrifcant Patform Accountalslity -+ Negative Extorsalifes of TkTok Live
VT o DV withont msdhater ' 0.61 0.000 Sqrifuam - Diect wioct without methstor
N1 o DV with medialer a5t 0.000 BRoduced but sgreficant Dtrnet witact with metialor
Resut: Purtial mediation wpported
PMatdorm Accountatifly portisly mediates the relLonsg DItaeen Pationm Levet Sructus Adpasiments and Negetve Exemakies

H7: Regulatory Effectivenass as Mediator

Pach linta p-value Rasult Intnrpratation
N2 -« M2 0863 0.000 Sgritcant Natone Lugidative I orks —« Regulatory €
M2 OV | 052 | 0,000 Syritan | Ropretory Eoctniness -+ Nagatve Extarmwites of THTok Live
N — [N without medistor -0.35 0.000 Sgtcanm Dhrect sMact wittans medator
W2 — DV with mecisner ‘ 024 0.000 ' Neduoed tut sgriScant Direct whact wih medistor
Rosuit: Partial modaron '."”mm’ : ) 7

Regudatiry ENoctivnens pertially modato e etombe et National Legaletve Frmemcria stet Negatve Externalides

Finding this indirect influence and determining its statistical significance are
the objectives of mediation analysis. The data were presented using statistical tables
with concise descriptions of the main relationships. While the moderation study
examines whether Government Enforcement Strength modifies the relationships
between model variables, the mediation analysis evaluates the indirect impact of
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Platform Accountability and Regulatory Effectiveness. The results support the

DDRM, indicating that Platform-Level Structural Adjustments are the greatest

predictor and that the model as a whole explains for approximately 61% of the

variance in negative externalities. These findings reinforce the body of research

emphasizing the importance of coordinated governance, effective regulation, and

platform responsibility in mitigating the negative consequences of TikTok Live.
Table 10: Moderation Analysis

H8: Government Enforcement Strength as Moderator

: =
Interaction Term Beta t-value ’ p-value Result
Platform Accountability x L X
Govemment Exforcement Strength -0.19 -3.12 0.002 Significant
|
Regulatory Effectiveness x | o
Govenament Baforcamént Stungth i -0.16 -2.71 0.008 Significant

A statistical technique called moderation analysis is used to ascertain whether
the value of a third variable affects the relationship between two variables.
Government enforcements with positive effects from platform accountability and
regulatory effectiveness.

Table 11: Hypothesis Summary

Hypothesis Statement Result
| Platform-Level Structural Adjustments reduce Negat ‘
H1 E;ex‘t;vc ructural pustments reduce L‘g& wve ‘ Suppo(ti_‘d
National Legislative F ks red Negati
H2 Ex::::m:gs ive Frameworks reduce Negative | Supported
H3 Platform-Level Structural Adjustments improve Platform ‘ S cad
Accountability o o
tional Legistative Framework: » Reguls "
H4 :E\l;ez;';nlglshhw rameworks improve Regulatory Supported
H5 Platform Accountability reduces Negative Externalities Supported
Hé6 Platform Accountability mediates IV1 and DV Supported
H7 Regulatory Effectiveness mediates IV2 and DV ‘ Supported
H8 Government Enforcement Strength moderates mediator- Supported
DV relationships P!

Results based on analysis of the collected data indicate that the proposed
Digital Defense and Regulation Model is statistically valid. Conclusions: alleviation
of the adverse externalities of TikTok Live via platform structural adjustments at the
national legislative level. Platform Accountability and Regulatory Effectiveness
measures have two more functions as mediating constructs, while Government
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Enforcement Strength serves to increase the overall effectiveness of the rational
model.

The study did not conduct experiments to assess particular remedies such as
eliminating Live Matches, taxing virtual gifts, or real-time Al moderation. As a
result, these measures should be considered as evidence-informed policy
suggestions based on the DDRM, with future longitudinal, experimental, or post-
implementation evaluations required to determine their actual effectivenes
E. Conclusion

Although this study shows that TikTok Live opens up considerable space for
communication, entrepreneurship, and digital engagement, its present mechanisms of
structure and monetization also contains enormous sociocultural, ethical, and behavioral
challenges in the context of Muslim societies, with main focus on Pakistani society. Key
Takeaway: The results reveal that exploitative platform features such as live matches, virtual
gifting and algorithm-based content promotion erode the moral value, psychic well-being,
productivity and sense of responsible digital behavior. Using the proposed Digital Defense
and Regulation Model (DDRM), which combines micro- and macro-level structural reforms
at platform-level; legislative measures in individual nation state; and coordinated
supervisory functions through the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) retain all
three levels of governance needed for such a complex ecosystem. The theoretical
quantitative validation shows statistical rigorous backing for the model, with Platform-
Level Structural Adjustments showing as the strongest variable to mitigate TikTok Live's
negative side effects, and the mediating variables of Platform Accountability & Regulatory
Effectiveness and Government Enforcement Strength producing substantial outcomes in
their mediation functions.

The DDRM explains about 61% variance accounted for in negative externalities
associated with TikTok Live utilization and offers a cost-effective policy measure that can
be adapted by country according to their cultural, legal and social context. Instead of blanket
platform bans, the study calls for balanced, evidence-based digital governance that
embraces cultural values; enhanced accountability in regulatory and government action;
protection for freedom of innovation; and an improvement in the safety and sustainability
of the digital ecosystem today as well as through future generations. TikTok Live operates
as a dual-use technology; however, its current architectural and financial frameworks lean
heavily toward exploitative and morally destabilizing behaviors that clash fundamentally
with Islamic principles. Addressing this does not require a regression into isolationism, but
rather a sophisticated, multi-layered regulatory architecture. By deploying the Digital
Defense and Regulation Model, enforcing strong local cyber-laws, and using the unified
diplomatic weight of the OIC, Muslim-majority nations can regain sovereign control over
their digital ecosystems, preserving their rich cultural and ethical heritage in an
interconnected world.
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