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 This research delves into the historical context, cultural exchange, religious conflicts, and 

significance of the relationship between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval. The 

study aims to gain an understanding of the complex dynamics, alliances, misunderstandings, 

and transformations that characterized this important era. By exploring primary sources, 

scholarly analysis, and historical records, this research uncovers the mutual influences, 

cultural exchanges, intellectual dialogues, and tensions arising from the coexistence and 

interaction of Islam and Christianity during the medieval period. The research contributes 

to a broader understanding of the historical legacies of Islam and Christianity, both 

separately and in relation to each other, highlighting the enduring consequences of their 

interaction on the development of religious traditions, intellectual thought, and cultural 

practices that continue to shape our world today. The author uses qualitative methods with 

literature study and documentation to collect historical information using historiography 

techniques. The results of the research show that this fluctuative relationship means that the 

relationship between the two religions cannot be fully generalized. There have been periods 

of cooperation and peace, but there have also been periods of tension and conflict between 

these two religions. 
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  ABSTRAK  

  Penelitian ini membahas konteks sejarah, pertukaran budaya, konflik agama, dan 

signifikansi hubungan antara Islam dan Kristen pada masa Abad Pertengahan. Tujuan 

penelitian ini adalah untuk memberikan pemahaman komprehensif tentang dinamika 

kompleks, aliansi, kesalahpahaman, dan transformasi yang ditandai oleh era penting ini. 

Dalam menjelajahi sumber-sumber primer, analisis ilmiah, dan catatan sejarah, penelitian 

ini mengungkap pengaruh timbal balik, pertukaran budaya, dialog intelektual, dan 

ketegangan yang muncul dari koeksistensi dan interaksi Islam dan Kristen selama periode 

abad pertengahan. Penelitian ini berkontribusi pada pemahaman yang lebih luas tentang 

warisan sejarah Islam dan Kristen, baik secara terpisah maupun dalam hubungannya satu 

sama lain, dan menyoroti konsekuensi yang berkelanjutan dari interaksi mereka terhadap 

perkembangan tradisi keagamaan, pemikiran intelektual, dan praktik budaya yang terus 

membentuk dunia kita pada saat ini. Penulis menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan studi 

literatur dan dokumentasi untuk mengumpulkan informasi historis dengan menggunakan 

teknik historiografi. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa hubungan antara kedua agama 

ini memiliki sifat yang berfluktuasi. Ada periode di mana terjadi kerja sama dan 

perdamaian, tetapi juga ada periode di mana terjadi ketegangan dan konflik antara kedua 

agama. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The relationship between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval is a fascinating 

and significant topic that explores the interplay and complex dynamics between two major 

religious traditions. The Medieval, spanning roughly from the 5th to the 15th century, 

witnessed various interactions, exchanges, conflicts, and alliances between Islamic and 

Christian societies (Berend et al., 2017). During this period, both Islam and Christianity 

experienced significant expansion and influence, shaping political, cultural, and intellectual 

landscapes across Europe, Africa, and the Middle East (Gharipour, 2017). The encounter 

between these two religious traditions had profound consequences, leaving a lasting impact on 

art, architecture, literature, science, and religious thought.  

The conflict and interaction between Muslims and Christians during the Medieval have 

significant importance but are often overlooked. Several researches discussing the topic of 

Islam and Christianity During the Medieval Era have been conducted before. Michael Frassetto 

highlights the importance of the relationship between Muslims and Christians in the impact it 

had on the cultural and religious developments of Christianity and Islam during the Middle 

Ages. Despite the presence of violent conflicts, Frassetto argues that these interactions shaped 

the distinct identities of both religions (Frassetto, 2019). Furthermore, Frassetto (2019) stated 

that the daily interactions between leaders and scholars from both faiths played a significant 

role in fostering peaceful relations and shaping the religious cultures of Christianity and Islam, 

with lasting effects that extend to the present day. 

Research conducted by Tekin (2018) examined the relationship between Islam and 

Christianity during the Medieval Era. It acknowledges that Islamic territories held a stronger 

position compared to Western Christian societies during this time. Islamic societies 

experienced a golden age while Western Christian societies faced difficulties. On the other 

hand, European Christians viewed Islam primarily as a religion and a distinct culture, often 

criticizing its religious beliefs but also being influenced by Islamic ways. Another study was 

conducted by Olowo (2021), which focus on important themes and figures that have shaped 

Muslim-Christian encounters since the Medieval. The study examined the evolution of 

dialogue between Christians and Muslims from the early medieval period to the present, 

determining whether interfaith dialogue is a new phenomenon or part of a continuum.  

The book "ISLAM & Christianity in Medieval Anatolia" offers a comprehensive 

exploration of the meeting points between Islam and Christianity in the realms of art and 

intellectualism (Çağaptay, 2017; Catlos, 2016). The five essays in this section delve into 

various aspects, with three focusing on visual evidence and two on textual evidence. Through 

these essays, readers gain insights into Byzantium's reaction to Islamic influence, the 

importance of collaboration across religious and ethnic boundaries, and the use of Christian 

painters in embellishing churches ruled by the Seljuks. The book also touches on the rejection 

of Armenian beliefs and the impact of religious discourse and anti-Muslim sentiments on 

Christian identity. The content of the book challenges readers to reconsider established theories 

and reflect on the transition from Christianity to Islam in Anatolia, highlighting the complex 

and diverse interactions between these two religions (Çağaptay, 2017).  

This research aims to study the historical context of the interaction between Islam and 

Christianity in the medieval period. It focuses on the cultural exchange, influences, and 

connections between these two religions. Additionally, it explores the religious conflicts that 

arose during that time and evaluates their significance in shaping the overall relationship 

between Islam and Christianity. This research intends to delve into the historical context, 

cultural exchange, religious conflicts, and the significance of the relationship between Islam 

and Christianity in the Medieval. It also delves into the aspects of cultural exchange between 
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these two religious traditions, highlighting the instances of shared knowledge, intellectual 

engagement, and artistic influence By studying the historical context, we can uncover the 

factors that shaped their interactions and the events that occurred during that time. Cultural 

exchange between Islam and Christianity during this period contributed to the diffusion of 

ideas, art, and knowledge, which had a lasting impact on both religions. Additionally, the 

religious conflicts that occurred, such as the Crusades, shaped the political and social landscape 

of the time and continue to have implications today. Exploring the significance of the 

relationship between Islam and Christianity in the Medieval helps illuminate the complexities 

of interfaith relations and provides insights into the historical development of these religions. 

 

RESEARCH METHODS  

The author uses qualitative methods with a literature and documentation study approach 

to gather significant information and provided in-depth analysis and interpretation of the data 

collected related to the topic being discussed. The author also applies historical research 

methods or historical research methods, which are research by compiling, analyzing, and 

interpreting historical data with the aim of understanding and explaining past events, processes, 

or incidents. The research method employed in exploring the medieval relationship between 

Islam and Christianity, with a focus on historical context, cultural exchange, religious conflicts, 

and significance, involves data sources in documents, scientific literature studies, and other 

written forms. The analysts are utilizing primary sources like books and journals to examine 

and interpret the interactions and dynamics between the two religious traditions. As a result, 

the analysis and interpretation, which are recorded in the research papers or articles, are 

categorized as secondary sources. These secondary sources are grounded in the primary sources 

and offer a secondary account or analysis of the topic. The next step in this writing is to interpret 

the data obtained into a conclusion. The data obtained is then analyzed through several stages: 

data reduction, data presentation, and finally, data verification. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Historical context of the relationship between Islam and Christianity 

The relationship between Islam and Christianity has been complex throughout history. 

It has included periods of peaceful coexistence, intellectual exchange, as well as conflicts. 

There have been alliances and conflicts, and interactions have varied based on time and 

location. Efforts have been made in recent times to promote dialogue and cooperation between 

the two faiths, emphasizing common values and shared objectives. 

The historical context of the relationship between Islam and Christianity is complex 

and multifaceted. It begins with the emergence of Islam in the 7th century, when Prophet 

Muhammad received revelations and established the Islamic faith (Yusuf, 2018). During this 

time, Christian communities were already well-established in various parts of the world, 

including the Arabian Peninsula. Initially, Islam and Christianity coexisted and interacted 

peacefully, with Muslims regarding Christians as “Ahlul Kitab” or “People of the Book” and 

respecting their religious practices. Prophet Muhammad's approach towards the Christian and 

Jewish communities was peaceful, as evidenced by an agreement known as the “Madinah 

Charter” (Wildan, 2022), which consisted of 47 articles that regulated the relationships of legal 

equality, security, religious freedom, peace, and defense among the Arab tribes, Muslims, Jews, 

and Christians in Madinah. 
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1. The relationship between Islam and Christianity during the time of the Khulafaur 

Rasyidin 

After the death of Prophet Muhammad in 632 AD, his status as the Messenger 

of Allah was final and irreplaceable (Liebl, 2009). However, as the caliph and leader of 

the Muslim community, his struggle had to be continued. This led to a fierce debate 

about who should be the Muslim community's next leader (caliph), between the 

Muhajirin and the Ansar. This debate eventually led to a division within the early 

Muslim community and gave rise to political and theological differences. However, in 

the end, Abu Bakr As-Siddiq was chosen as the first caliph of Islam through 

acclamation. The first thing Abu Bakr did as caliph was to eradicate those who refused 

to pay zakat, apostates, and false prophets (Fadilah et al., 2019). 

The caliph Umar ibn Khattab then continued the struggle of Abu Bakr As-

Siddiq. One of the successes of Umar ibn Khattab was the conquest of Jerusalem in 637 

AD (El-Hibri, 2016). Like the previous caliphs, Umar ibn Khattab maintained a 

harmonious coexistence between Muslims and Christians (Liyani, 2021). After winning 

the Battle of Yarmuk, Umar ibn Khattab issued the Aelia agreement, named after a city 

that is now known as Al-Quds. When Umar won the war, the leader of the Christians at 

that time, Shapharnius, agreed to give Al-Quds to Umar ibn Khattab. The city's 

handover was accompanied by the condition that Umar would respect the rituals and 

traditions of the Christians. As a result of this agreement, the city of Al-Quds remained 

peaceful without any bloodshed (Rizkia & Hardiyansyah, 2022). Khalifah Umar kept 

his promise and did not mistreat the Christians. 

With Amr ibn al-As, Umar ibn Khattab expanded the Islamic territories, such as 

Egypt (modern-day Cairo) in 639 AD after the Battle of Heliopolis, where the majority 

were Coptic Christians. During the conquest of Egypt, Amr ibn al-As and his troops 

followed the general policy commanded by Umar ibn Khattab to protect the rights of 

minorities, including Christians. They were allowed to practice their religion and 

maintain their churches on the condition that they pay jizyah (protection tax), as a policy 

reflecting tolerance towards minority religions in the territories ruled by Muslims at that 

time (Santoso, 2008). 

The third caliph, Usman Ibn Affan, continued the expansion of Islamic power 

as the two previous caliphs did. His rule covered regions in Asia and Africa. Usman Ibn 

Affan was also successful in his efforts to gather and compile the Mushaf Al-Quran 

(Fuadi, 2011). The last caliph, Ali ibn Abi Talib, faced more internal conflicts during 

his struggle. 

 

2. The relationship between Islam and Christianity in Andalusia 

In the history of Spain's conquest, Tariq ibn Ziyad played a significant role 

(Perkins, 2016; Sudirman, 2020). In 711 AD, the army led by Tariq ibn Ziyad, a Muslim 

general, crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and conquered Hispania (present-day Spain and 

Portugal) from the Christian Visigoth Empire. This conquest primarily took place in the 

Battle of Guadalete, forming the first Cordoba Emirate under the leadership of Muslim 

leaders. Tariq ibn Ziyad was later immortalized in the name Gibraltar (Jabal Tariq in 

Arabic) (Nofrianti, 2022). 

The progress of Islam in Spain also included advancements in knowledge, 

culture, and cooperation between different religious communities. Cooperation thrived 

during the period of Al-Andalus. Under the rule of the Umayyads, Abbasids, and others, 

Al-Andalus became a prosperous and tolerant center of civilization, one of the world's 
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most thriving centers of Islamic civilization (Perkins, 2016; Setiawan, 2021). One 

prominent feature of Al-Andalus was the relatively peaceful interreligious cooperation. 

The city of Cordoba became a flourishing intellectual and cultural capital. Islamic 

kingdoms like the Umayyads, Almoravids, and Almohads ruled the region 

alternately(Sewang, 2017). Alongside the Muslim majority, Christian and Jewish 

communities lived together in relative tolerance. Prominent scholars, philosophers, and 

poets, both Muslims, Christians, and Jews, such as Ibn Arabi, Ibn Bajjah, Ibn Tufail, 

Ibn Rushd, and Ibn Hazm, worked together in a rich intellectual environment (Nugroho, 

2017; Setiawan, 2021). During this period, Some Muslim warriors and thinkers laid the 

foundations for peaceful and respectful relations with the European world. Science, 

mathematics, medicine, astronomy, and literature flourished under the patronage of the 

caliphs who promoted intellectualism. 

 

3. The Decline of Islam 

The success of Islam in Spain only lasted for about eight centuries. Many factors 

eventually led to the gradual decline of Islam. The power struggle divided the Muslim 

territories into various regional powers and smaller dynasties. Civil wars among fellow 

Muslims led Christian kings to attempt to regain power and revive Christianity. This 

posed a significant threat to Christians throughout Spain, both theologically and 

politically. Finally, the period of tolerance and prosperity ended with the last conquest 

of Granada by the Spanish Catholic Monarchy in 1492 under King Ferdinand and 

Queen Isabella, marking the end of Islam's presence in Spain (Mariéjol, 2009). 

The conflict between the Umayyads and the Abbasids also influenced the 

decline of the Islamic world after the early Islamic golden age. The decline of the 

Islamic world after the Umayyad-Abbasid conflict was a lengthy process influenced by 

various political, social, economic, and cultural factors, eventually creating a period of 

instability that affected the development and influence of Islam in various aspects. 

However, Islamic civilization contributed various ways to science, culture, and world 

history. The conflict between the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties focused on power 

struggles in the Muslim world. After the Battle of Zab, the Abbasids eventually seized 

power from the Umayyads in 750 CE. The Abbasid dynasty brought significant changes 

to the Islamic world. However, the political reality under their leadership was often 

complicated and filled with political intrigues. 

The Abbasid Empire moved its capital from Damascus, the Umayyad seat of 

government, to Baghdad in 762 CE (Benabdeljalil, 2022). This was one of the 

significant changes that affected the political and cultural dynamics of the Islamic 

world. During the early Abbasid period, the Islamic world experienced a golden age of 

science, art, and culture known as the Golden Age. However, after the conflicts and 

changes in dynasties, this prosperity began to decline, albeit not immediately. Under 

the Abbasid rule, the Muslim territories began to divide into various regional powers 

and smaller dynasties. The decline of Islam was also marked by the conquest of 

Baghdad by the Mongol forces under Hulagu Khan in 1258 CE. The fall of Baghdad to 

the Mongols signaled the beginning of a political decline and the end of the Abbasid 

Caliphate, destroying intellectual and cultural centers as well as civilization in the 

Islamic world. 

However, tensions and conflicts arose as both faiths expanded and competed for 

influence and resources. The Crusades in the 11th to 13th centuries intensified the 

relationship between Islam and Christianity, as European Christians launched military 
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campaigns to reclaim the Holy Land. The Crusades culminated in the largest conflict 

between Muslims, the rulers of the largest territories, and Christian Europe. The 

Crusades lasted for almost two centuries (from 1096 to 1291) and left a lasting impact 

on the lives of both religious communities. These clashes led to widespread violence 

and strained relationships between the two religions (Madden, 2013). 

The Crusades were an attempt by Christians to reclaim Jerusalem, which Caliph 

Umar ibn Khattab had conquered. The bravery of the Christians in the Crusades was 

due to the rapid decline of Muslim power at that time. The weakness of Islam in Spain, 

the fall of Baghdad, and power struggles in Andalusia provided the impetus for 

Christians to attack Muslims. 

 

B. Cultural exchange between Islam and Christianity in the Medieval 

The cultural exchange between Islam and Christianity in the Medieval reflects mutual 

influence and contributions between two significant religions. The intellectual meetings and 

exchange of ideas were important milestones in the development of culture and science and 

demonstrated the complexity of the relationship between the two religions 

The cultural exchanges between Islam and Christianity in the Medieval had significant 

impacts on shaping the intellectual and material culture of the time. Numerous exchanges of 

art, architecture, science, philosophy, and literature occurred in various contexts such as the 

Crusades and trade. 

One significant aspect of this cultural exchange was the early Islamic empire's 

fascination with Hellenic culture. Muslim scholars translated works of Greek thinkers and 

scientists and added their interpretations to science and philosophy. These translations were 

then absorbed by Christians in medieval Europe, where they contributed significantly to the 

spur of the Renaissance. These translations were an essential bridge between the Islamic and 

Christian worlds, facilitating the transfer of knowledge and ideas from one culture to the other. 

Muslim contributions to mathematics are well documented, making fundamental 

discoveries such as algebra, algorithms, and numerals. The works of Muslim mathematicians 

and translators were pivotal references for European scholars during the time. One of the 

influential movements was the translation movement, where these works were translated into 

Latin and spread throughout Europe, laying a solid foundation for the future development of 

knowledge and innovation in science. 

 

C. Religious conflict and tensions between Islam and Christianity 

Religious conflicts and tensions between Islam and Christianity have a long history, 

marked by various factors such as theological differences, territorial disputes, political power 

struggles, and cultural clashes. These conflicts have often resulted in violence, discrimination, 

and even wars throughout different regions of the world. 

One major source of tension between Islam and Christianity stems from their 

theological differences. Both religions have distinct beliefs and practices that can create 

conflicts when they come into contact. For instance, differences in the understanding of the 

nature of God, the role of Jesus, or the concept of salvation can lead to theological debates and 

disagreements. In addition to theological factors, territorial disputes and political power 

struggles have also fueled conflicts between Islam and Christianity. Historical conflicts, such 

as the Crusades, exemplify the intersection of religious and political interests. These conflicts 

were characterized by a struggle for control over sacred sites and political dominance, further 

exacerbating tensions between followers of the two faiths. 



Yusawinur Barella, Hasaruddin, Syamzan Syukur Vol. 10. No. 1. Januari, 2024 

 

100 | P a g e  
Jurnal Alwatzikhoebillah: 

Kajian Islam, Pendidikan, Ekonomi, Humaniora 

DOI: 10.37567/alwatzikhoebillah.v10i1.2469 

 

 

Cultural clashes, rooted in divergent traditions, values, and practices, have contributed 

to the ongoing tensions as well. Different interpretations of religious texts, varying attitudes 

towards social norms, and distinct cultural practices can lead to misunderstandings and friction 

between followers of Islam and Christianity. 

 

D. Significance and impact of the relationship between Islam and Christianity during 

the Medieval 

The relationship between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval was of great 

significance and had a significant impact on the development of both religions. The Medieval 

spanned the period from the 5th to the 15th centuries, and during this time, the interactions 

between these two major faiths had far-reaching consequences. 

One of the most consequential impacts of the relationship between Islam and 

Christianity during the Medieval was the significant expansion of Islamic influence across vast 

territories. Islam emerged in the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century and spread rapidly, taking 

control of major cities and territories in the Middle East, North Africa, and Spain. The 

conquests of Muslim armies brought Islam into contact with Christianity, which was the 

dominant religion in much of Europe. This contact led to cultural, religious, and economic 

exchange, which had long-lasting consequences for both faiths. 

The relationship between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval also played a 

crucial role in the development of science, philosophy, and theology. With the spread of Islam, 

there was a flourishing of scholarship, particularly in fields such as mathematics, astronomy, 

medicine, and philosophy. Many Christian scholars also studied the works of Muslim 

intellectuals and translated them into Latin, contributing to the development of Western 

thought. The exchange of ideas and knowledge between Muslims and Christians during this 

period laid the foundation for the Renaissance in Europe. 

Along with the significant cultural and scientific achievements, however, the relationship 

between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval was also marked by conflict and tension. 

The Crusades, a series of military campaigns led by European Christians to recapture the Holy 

Land and counter the spread of Islam, resulted in significant loss of life and property on both 

sides. The conflict and tension between the two religions during the Medieval were also evident 

in religious debates, theological disputes, and relations between different communities. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the study of the relationship between Islam and Christianity during the 

Medieval period provides an insightful understanding of the complex interactions between the 

two religions. A rich and diverse dictionary of art, architecture, and liturgy that transcends 

boundaries and expands our understanding of this historical period. The relationship between 

Islam and Christianity during the Medieval period was highly complex and often marked by 

conflicts. However, there were also some examples of cooperation and interaction between the 

two. Despite battles and conflicts between Islam and Christianity, there were periods and 

regions where the Islamic Empire tolerated Christian communities. This research contributes 

significantly to our understanding of the Islamic and Christian heritage and emphasizes the 

necessity of comprehending the historical interactions between religious traditions in 

comprehending current world events.  

There are some limitations of this research. Firstly, The Limited Scope, where the 

research primarily focuses on the relationship between Islam and Christianity during the 

Medieval period. It does not provide an exhaustive analysis of the entire period or cover all 

regions where these interactions occurred. Secondly, Historical Changes. While the research 
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acknowledges that the borders between the Christian and Islamic worlds changed over time, it 

does not delve into the details of these transformations. Understanding the specific historical 

events and dynamics that contributed to these shifts would provide a more nuanced perspective. 

Last is the absence of counterarguments. The research does not address potential 

counterarguments or alternative perspectives on the relationship between Islam and 

Christianity during the Medieval. It is essential to consider diverse viewpoints to present a 

balanced analysis. To overcome these limitations, additional research from diverse sources and 

perspectives can be conducted to provide a more comprehensive and thorough understanding 

of the relationship between Islam and Christianity during the Medieval period. 
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